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Families and
Households

What is a family? What are the
different types of families which

exist?

What are the alternatives to
families? Kibbutz, Communes,
households

Life course and families

The Functionalists view of families
and their role especially Parsons

The Marxist view of the family and



why society needs them

The functionalist view of the family

What are conjugal roles and
relationships and how have they

changed

What are symmetrical families? Do
they really exist?

How is power distributed between
partners in relationships?

What are conventional families?

How have Relationships between
parents and their children

changed?

What changes are taking place in
family structure?

What are the trends in one parent
families?

What are the changes in fertility
rates?

What are the changing patterns in
marriage and divorce? What are the
consequences of divorce

How do sociologists go about
doing research? What factors



affect their choice of methods?

How do sociologists select their
samples?

The advantages and disadvantages
of questionnaires

The advantages and disadvantages
of structured interviews, group
interviews and in depth interviews

The advantages and disadvantages
of participant and non- participant
observations

The advantages and disadvantages
of official statistics

What are qualitative and
quantitative data?

Education Different views of the role and
functions of education.

The functionalist perspective of
Durkheim on education as the
transmission of norms and values
and Parsons on achieved status
and the operation of schools on
meritocratic principles

Marxists view - Different views of
the correspondence principle on



the relationship between
education and capitalism as
developed from a Marxist
perspective by Bowles and
Gintis

Factors affecting educational
achievement.
The work of Halsey on class-based
inequalities and Ball on parental
choice and competition between
schools.

Processes within schools affecting
educational achievement.
The work of Ball on teacher
expectations and Willis on the
creation of counter school cultures


