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WELCOME TO

STOKE DAMEREL COMMUNITY
COLLEGE!
Dear Parents/Carers,
Firstly, we’d like to say a special
welcome to our new Year 7 Students,
whom all look very smart in their
uniforms. We have seen plenty
of smiles and laughter from the
students, making friends and getting
stuck in to college life.
As always, we have a busy year ahead of us, full of learning
challenges and exciting opportunities for all our students both in
the classroom and beyond.
We are incredibly proud to have been awarded the Character
Kitemark Award this year, which praises our commitment to
developing students’ character and personal development this will continue to be a priority moving forward.
You will also see our entrance area, the street and library
entrance have been refreshed with new wall art and
murals with a new canteen and science labs currently
under construction in the New Year.

We work tirelessly to ensure the college is the best it can be
for our students and are incredibly pleased that this has been
reflected though receiving a ‘Good’ Ofsted rating in March.
We are looking forward to welcoming prospective
students to our Open Evening 2022. I hope that the
evening will give you an insight into the range of learning
activities that are available and the wider opportunities
available to all our students.
We are a warm and caring school where learning is at the
centre of all that we do. We have a wealth of opportunities
for our students, which is highlighted in this newsletter and
will continue to find new and exciting opportunities for our
students to experience.
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, you can also find
all of the latest news and events on our website. I look
forward to welcoming you to SDCC next September. Do
contact the school if you wish to visit at any time.
Best wishes,
Anita Frier, Principal

“EVERY DAY IS AN
OPEN DAY!”
You can visit the college on any school day.
To make an appointment call 01752 556065
or email info@sdcc.net

CHARACTER KITEMARK
SDCC CELEBRATES CHARACTER
KITEMARK AWARD
We are proud to announce that Stoke Damerel
Community College is the first school in Plymouth to
become a School of Character, after being awarded the
prestigious Character Kitemark.
The College is one of only 70 schools nationally to
receive the kitemark accreditation, which is awarded by
the Association for Character Education (ACE).
The kitemark recognises “outstanding character
education that is delivered in an explicit, planned
and reflective manner,” to enable young people to
develop positive character qualities. ACE said the
accreditation awarded to Stoke Damerel Community
College was “testament to their authentic whole-school
commitment to character and personal development”.
College Principal, Miss Frier, said that achieving School
of Character status is an acknowledgement of how the
school has prioritised the well-being of students, both
inside and outside of school: “This kitemark is incredibly
prestigious and we are extremely proud to receive it,”
she said.
“Our character education is instilling in our students
the character and virtues that are needed for life. It is
important that our young people learn and practice
behaviours that reflect ethical values, that they become
conscious of the right thing to do.
“We have already seen the positive impact that character
education is having,” she added. “And the characteristics
our students are developing now will help them to
flourish and thrive in society as young adults. Indeed, we
are all benefiting from the focus on character education –
not just our students, but our staff as well.”

Character Lead at
the College, Mr Kelly,
explained how the school
has implemented its
character education: “The
character education starts
in our students’ academic
studies and goes on to
developing life skills
and the characteristics
that will allow them to
contribute positively to
society as well-rounded people. We are developing young
people’s character inside and outside of the classroom
to build the attributes that help them to live successful
lives. It also helps them to develop the right skills for
the challenges posed by an increasingly tough world.”
The College has built its character education around its
three core values: aspire, achieve, thrive. A big part of
the programme is encouraging opportunities outside of
school, such as volunteering, joining clubs and taking
part in activities. It has also seen a wider focus on
providing experiences such as educational day trips,
overseas school trips, and cultural and sporting events.
“Everything we do in our character education is to
achieve our three values,” said Mr Kelly. “This is through
developing character traits such as self-confidence,
determination, trust, kindness, empathy, and resilience.
This is embedded in the curriculum across the whole
school and is
developed further
in our Character
Curriculum that
runs alongside that,
and extra-curricular
activities.”

SDCC Trips
EBACC BATTLEFIELDS TRIP
46 lucky EBACC students had the experience of a lifetime
on a Battlefields trip in July.
During the trip, the group visited the most incredible
places such as the Battle of the Somme site, Vimy Ridge
trenches and tunnels, Lochnagan Crate, Newfoundland
Park, The Devonshire Trench and even took a walk around
the biggest crater at Locknager. There was just time on the
way back to stop off at Disneyland Paris!
Both students and staff came back tired but full of admiration
for the solders of the past and full of knowledge and
experiences to use and refer to within their future studies.

BARCELONA TRIP
The students took the opportunity to test their
football talent up against Spanish opposition with a 5
day residential to the City of Barcelona.
Students were able to spend time with their friends and
enjoy time away for the first time in years (if at all).
Away from the sport they visited Fantasia Water park
for a day of action packed fun. There were times to
relax on the beach, shop along La Rambla, visit markets
and take a guided tour of the City, taking in sites such as
the amazing Barcelona Cathedral. There was time for a
visit to the Camp Nou, home of Barcelona FC and take a
boat cruise looking at the city via the sea.
The students were absolute credit to themselves, their
families and us as a College. Time for another Tour
next year we think!

ANDORRA SKIING TRIP
Thirty-two of our students enjoyed an amazing school skiing
trip to Andorra last month.
The 32 students from Year 7 to Year 13 headed off at the start
of the Easter holidays for a week of skiing lessons in the tiny
principality high up in the Pyrenees Mountains.
It was the College’s first skiing trip for a number of years
and was led by Mr Chapman, who is an experienced skier:
“The trip was a huge success with all the students having
an amazing time!”
For the majority of the students, this was their first experience
of skiing, but they had plenty of skiing hours under their
belts by the end of the week. Mr Chapman and the other
staff on the trip also organized activities for students in the
evenings, including quiz nights and movie nights.

PROM 2022

An amazing night for our Year 11’s!

AWARDS
CEREMONY 2022
Stoke Damerel Community College’s outstanding students
have been recognised for their achievements and
dedication, at our 2022 Awards Ceremony held on 29 June.
It was an evening full of pride and smiling faces as year
and department heads presented the awards - and
it was a fitting way to mark what has been a hugely
successful year for the College.
The theme for the evening was ‘Seas the Day’, and
we were delighted to welcome as our inspiring guest
speaker, Jonathan Smith, one of the producers with the
BBC’s multi-award-winning series, Blue Planet II, and
other BBC Natural History Unit wildlife documentaries.
There was a surprise in store, when Jonathan showed a
sneak preview of his latest BBC documentary which has
yet to be aired, as well as clips from Blue Planet II. He
also shared a lovely report on his own inspiring story.
Jonathan had this special message for our students: “I
am here to provide inspiration for you, but it is all of you
who have inspired me tonight. Each of you is awesome,
unique, and special. If you believe in yourself, you can
achieve anything.”
The ceremony also saw guest appearances from some of
our Wizard of Oz stars, with Mollie and Gray performing
‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ and Mollie joining
our scarecrow, Josh, to introduce the Year 8 award
presentations while in character!
It has been a truly exceptional year of achievement for our
College, epitomised by the winners of our Special Awards.

SDCC STUDENTS WIN
POETRY COMPETITION
Congratulations to students Ciarra and Amy in
Year 9 who are winners of the Young Writers
‘Empowered’ Competition for Key Stage 3 and
4. They were up against 12,000 entries from
students nationally, so to be selected is an
amazing achievement. Their poems will now
be published in the forthcoming Young Writers
Anthology.

TOP CHEF SERVES UP SOME
FABULOUS ADVICE!
One of the country’s top chefs, Peter Gorton, has spent
the afternoon at the College, showing our Year 11 and
Year 13 students new skills
and offering advice about
careers in the catering
industry. He also showcased
a selection of different
types of ingredients to
explain how they can
be used in cooking, and
he offered tips on the
presentation of dishes.

ECO WORKSHOP
A group of 30 students
from the STEAM
Club and Student
Council took part in a
‘Connections’ project
last Friday. The project
supports young people
to learn how to make
connections between
living forms in our
urban environment,
to establish greater
understanding of our
complex and connected ecosystem and how we, as
humans, rely on it.

sdcc fundraising
CHARITY NETBALL
TOURNAMENT
AND BAKE SALE

CHILDREN IN NEED
‘SPONGE A TEACHER’

Two of our amazing students
recently raised over £200
for Cancer Research. Cobie
and Daizie, organised a bake
sale and a charity netball
tournament. The tournament
was great fun and the bake
sale was a huge success too!

BAKE SALE
FOR RAZOM #HELPUKRAINE
A huge well done to our
students who have raised
a massive £219.20 in their bake sale! This was an
incredible achievement with all money raised going to
RAZOM to support the crisis in Ukraine.
Mr Kelly said, ‘Well done to the students who were
involved, you’re an inspiration and great example to other
students. It was also fantastic to see the support from all
the students, who bought cakes. I couldn’t believe how
busy it was and how much money we raised!

SDCC CHARITY DONATIONS

Stoke Damerel Community College has donated over
£600 to local good causes, as part of the school’s
community work.

During Children In Need we raised £109
‘Sponging a teacher!’ Need we write more!

RED NOSE DAY 2022
We had our game face on last Friday for Comic
Relief: Red Nose Day, with lots of sporty
fundraising events being held during break
times, raising a whopping £371.91! Events
included penalty shoot-outs, a rowing challenge
and dance party.
Miss LePage who organised the events said, “I
am so pleased with how successful the day was.
It was lovely to see how involved the students
were, and their generosity was mind-blowing!”

£604 was raised by a staff raffle to win Christmas
hampers that were put together by individual college
departments. The money has been given too: Stoke
Village Hub (Food bank), Keyham Green Places (KGP)
Food bank, Stonehouse Community Fridge, Devonport
‘Help a Neighbour’ project, and Plymouth PIE club.
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GCSE AND
CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR YEAR 13S!
Well done to all our Year 13 students on their A-level and BTEC
results and for making the successful transition to the next stage
of their careers.

CLASS OF 2022 STUDENTS
ACHIEVE OUTSTANDING
GCSE RESULTS!
Congratulations to all our Class of 2022 Year 11s
on their GCSE results, which have been achieved
through their extraordinary hard work and
resilience.

The College is delighted that every Year 13 leaver has secured
their next steps - whether it is university, employment, or
apprenticeships.
Mr Tinkler said: “This group of sixth formers has shown immense
resilience and dedication over the past two years. The pandemic
meant they could not sit their GCSEs and went into their exams
this year having only had mocks as experience: “I have nothing
but praise for this group of students,” said Mr Tinkler. “They have
been absolutely brilliant.”

Mr Ward, Head of Year 11, said: “Today’s results
day is the end of a phenomenal journey for the
class of 2022. They have had to cope with a global
pandemic and I could not be prouder of all the
students for the efforts they put into their exams.
“The whole Class of 2022 have shown a remarkable
degree of resilience during the last few years and
today is the culmination of all their hard work.
Well done to every single one of them.”

This years

dUKE OF Edinburgh AWARD
SDCC VOLUNTEERING
IMPACT
Participants from Stoke Damerel Community College
dedicated 2041 hours to volunteering between April
2021 and March 2022, with a social value of £9429.42.
We know from hearing thousands of stories that
volunteering has a huge impact on young people. That’s
why it’s such an essential part of a DofE programme.
The DofE were delighted to share a certificate celebrating
our DofE group’s volunteering and its impact.
This is an incredible achievement and we hope you’re
as proud of your participants as we are.

SILVER DOFE
WALKING
EXPEDITION
SDCC and Scott College
Silver DofE students
completed their walking
expedition this month.
All groups were absolutely fantastic. Considering the
weather was very mixed, the students really dug in deep
and persevered to complete the walk.

dOFe
awards night
The College has celebrated our students’ Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award success in style, with an awards
evening in front of a packed audience of proud families
and friends.
Introducing the evening’s events, our DofE Manager
Mr Chapman said: “We have grown massively in
number and I could not have done that without
our DofE team. Taking DofE forward has been a real
school effort.”
In an evening full of highlights, there was a special
cheer for Cassie, who achieved the Full Gold Award.
Cassie will go on to receive her award from a member
of the Royal Family at St James’s Palace in London.
The College is extremely proud of Cassie, who is an
inspiration to all our other students taking part in the
DofE Awards.

SDCC SPORTS
SDCC GIRLS
FOOTBALL
TEAM TAKE
OVER HOME
PARK

YR10 GIRLS ARGYLE PREMIER
LEAGUE

TOURNAMENT

A group of our star Year 10 sports students were
invited to participate in the 2022 Premier League
Kicks Cup Football Competition taking place at the
University of Nottingham this month.

We were fortunate to get the opportunity to play a
friendly match on Plymouth Argyle’s pitch at Home Park.
The girls who were selected due to their hard work &
dedication all year.
The girls had an amazing time, and worked their socks off
on a full size pitch at 10-a-side!

SUCCESS
FOR OUR Y7
ROUNDERS
TEAM
This week, we held a fantastic first night of fixtures for
the Year 7 Rounders Team. Our girls managed two out of
three wins, winning 15 -13 again Coombe Dean and a nailbiting 16.5 - 16 win against Plymstock.
After only two weeks of training they have made huge
improvements and are now a force to be reckoned with!

This national event is a celebration of the Premier
League Kicks programme. Clubs select participants
to represent them at
this event based on their
dedication and attitude at
local Premier League Kicks
sessions. As part of the
event all participants take
part in sports workshops.
It was an incredible
opportunity with the girls
enjoying every moment!

GOALS TRIP
On Wednesday a group of 14 students had the
opportunity to attend GOALS and participate in an
SEN Inclusion Football event run by Plymouth School
Sports Partnership.
The students from
Stoke Damerel
represented the school
outstandingly, showing
great sportsmanship
and teamwork.

sports day success
SPORTS LEADERS
STEPPING UP!
It has been a very busy summer for the SDCC Sports
Leaders in years 8, 9 and 10! Primary sports days are
back this year and our students have supported many of
these events across Plymouth, including sports days for
Montpelier, St Peter’s, College Road, Ford and Stuart Road.
These events would not be possible without the
hard work of our leaders and they been excellent
ambassadors for Stoke Damerel Community College.

Well done to all the students in the Sports Leadership
Academy for a great summer!

SDCC SPORTS
SOUTH WEST CUP WIN
On Friday 4th March Lewis proudly
represented Plymouth (on behalf
of Stoke Damerel) against West
Cornwall in the South West Cup.
Plymouth won 2-1 and Lewis was
an integral part of the winning
performance and playing brilliantly
throughout.

U14 BOYS
BADMINTON @ DHSB
Great effort from the U14 boys at their first
badminton fixture! In two tough matches against
Heles & DHSB they fought hard with some really
close games and improved in each match. Brilliant
throughout. Well done boys!

U13 GIRLS
FOOTBALL

U15 GIRLS FOOTBALL

The U13 Girls Football
team had their first
Central Venue matches
this month. They
played extremely well
despite not having all
played together before.

It has been a triumphant time for
the U15 Girls Football team, who
beat DHSG 2-1 and Sir John Hunt
9-2.The girls showed off some
really impressive football skills.
Well done girls!
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE...

U15 CRICKET TEAM
SUCCESS
Congratulations to our U15’s
boys cricket team! These boys
did an amazing job in their first
cricket match.
They beat Eggbuckland
convincingly, before loosing
narrowly to Coombe Dean.
They then finished the night by
beating St Boniface with a huge
total of 88 runs.

STUDENTS TAKE INSPIRATION FROM
PROFESSIONAL DANCER IN COLLEGE
WORKSHOP
Our Year 10 dance students
attended a workshop held
at the College by Plymouthbased professional dance
company Exim Dance. It was an
opportunity for the students to
gain confidence and connect
with other dance companies in
the Plymouth community.

U16 BADMINTON
They played some fantastic badminton against
Hele’s School and really improved throughout the
matches. Although they didn’t manage a win, they
all worked really hard and had some really close
rallies & matches. (Geri, Tilly, Lexie & Phoebe)

YEAR 7
SUCCESS IN
FOOTBALL
LEAGUE
The Year 7 boys
football team have
won the Plymouth
league. They have
gone the whole
season unbeaten winning 7 of their 8 matches and
drawing the other. Fantastic achievement, squad!

LIBRARY OFFICIAL
OPENING!
STUDENTS: COME ALONG ON
Monday 19th September in Break A
We are delighted to invite our students to the opening
of our library. There will be giveaways and sweets!

Have your say
What would encourage you to use the library more?
Is there anything we can do to improve the library? If
you have any ideas let your tutor know!

SDCC SPORTS
MEET OUR DIVERS WHO
ARE FOLLOWING IN TOM
DALEY’S FOOTSTEPS
Three of our Year 9 students are attending the
Team GB Olympic Pathway course in diving,
after being cited for having Olympic prospects.
Amelie, Scarlett and Theo train as part of the
Team GB set up at Plymouth Life Centre. They
have had their coaching hours extended with
the Team GB coaches because of their potential.

CAREERS
WEEK 2022
The College marked National
Careers Week 2022 from 7-11
March with a series of special
assemblies and a guest visit
each day.
In assemblies we looked at how
the world of work is changing
and highlighting some of the
skills that will be needed for
careers in the future.

contact us
Stoke Damerel Community College
Somerset Place, Stoke
Plymouth PL3 4BD
Tel: 01752 556065
Email: info@sdcc.net
www.sdcc.net
Facebook: @stokedamerelcommunitycollege
Twitter: @stokedamerelcc

CCF CADETS VOLUNTEER
WITH END OF YEAR
CELEBRATIONS AT
PLYMOUTH COLLEGE
5 SDCC CCF Cadets gave up part of their
weekend and demonstrated their selflessness
and citizenship by volunteering at the Plymouth
College End of Year Celebrations.
In doing so it meant that
their fellow Plymouth
College Cadets and their
families could be involved
in enjoying the event.
Despite some showers
the team showed great
determination and
successfully ran a tag
archery arena for the
patrons to enjoy.

